Creative and Advanced Photography and Graduate Photography 
ArtIS 329/ArtIS 429/ArtIS 529

Spring 2012
Courses meet: Monday and Wednesday, 2:10 – 5:00
Classrooms:  Photo classroom and lab, 003 Design 
Instructor: Emma Powell
Office: 50 Design

Office Hours:  As arranged

E-mail: epowell@iastate.edu
ArtIS 329 Catalog Description: Prerequisite ArtIS 207 or Art IS 229. This three credit photography course is a continuation and expansion of concepts and processes learned in Art IS 207 and Art IS 229.  Individual thematic photographic expression is further enhanced through explorations in photographic history and criticism.

This course is designed to expand student’s photographic vision and skill development.  It is assumed that all class members already have a working knowledge of basic camera operations, use of traditional photographic materials, as well as film development and photographic printing procedures.  Each student must have access to a 35 mm camera with manual control of aperture and shutter speed settings.  Creativity, authentic expression, and the application of technical skills will continue to be emphasized.  This course will provide examples of and opportunities for creating authentic, original photographs purposefully, as an artistic endeavor.  Photography at the level of art brings diverse elements of design, aesthetics, personal vision, and technical expertise into synthesis.  

Class attendance, participation and lab management

Attendance in this course is required.  Three unexcused absences are allowed.  Over three absences, coming late or leaving early without permission will affect one’s grade.  In addition to class attendance, this course requires an extended amount of weekly independent work outside of class generating/documenting ideas, shooting and editing photos, developing film, printing, viewing photos, reading and reflecting. 

A respectful, cooperative attitude is essential for the creation of a positive learning environment and is expected from all photo students.  This cooperative participation is required in class as well as when using the lab during lab hours.
329 Course structure and methodology

Classes will meet in the photography classroom or lab as scheduled unless otherwise announced.  Methods will include visual presentations, demonstrations, collaborative and individual activities, reflective writing, and working with photographic processes during class time and designated lab hours.  Emphasis will be on the development of creative and technical skills, aesthetic sensitivity and personally authentic photographic work as well as expanded awareness of traditional and contemporary creative sources of inspiration including photographers. 

Alternative photo approaches, processes, and presentation methods will be incorporated along with traditional black and white techniques resulting in an expanded portfolio and polished final presentation of work 

Photo research presentations, peer demonstrations, and constructive critiques will require reflective, empathic, respectful participation. These interactive experiences and art analysis opportunities will be an important part of individual and group learning.  

329 Overview of activities, assignments and assessment

Creative Photography, Art IS 329, will include a variety of independent project assignments provided throughout the semester in which photographs will be created to address given “creativity catalysts”, artistic mentor connections and meaningful themes.  Photographic work will emphasize creative authenticity, the expansion of technical and conceptual skills, and effective use of design principles in personally expressive ways.

The course is an expansion of growth occurring in Art IS 210x, Art IS 229 (and for some a first experience in Art IS 329). Work will build on earlier experiences and explore new areas of investigation and modes of presentation.

Assignments provided in class will state particular criteria and deadline for each project. Creative/aesthetic/design objectives are strengthened by individual interpretation. Photos will be evaluated aesthetically and technically, as well as in relation to the photographer’s communication of the theme/concept of the work.  

Students are expected present work neatly and according to assigned guidelines.  If work is late, even if a student is absent, two extra points will be deducted for each day a photo is late. One project handed in on time may be redone for improvement in quality and grade, if desired. 
Art IS 329 Photographic Assignment Presentation and Reflection Sheets

Each photo assignment will involve shooting, processing, and at times matting of photos along with thoughtful presentation of them in class critiques.  Reflection sheets related to each assignment will be completed, handed in, and then stored with unmounted copies of class photos and negatives in a course binder. Each of the 6-7 photographic assignments will be described in assignments sheets provided. Processes may vary with permission. All photos in final portfolio will be matted and turned in at the end of the semester in an archival storage and presentation box or a portfolio. Two CDs/DVDs will also be turned in that include labeled files of written and photographic work (tif files). One CD will be returned. 

Advanced Photography Art IS 429/Art IS 529 

Description:  This course involves independent advanced work in traditional, alternative and/or digital photographic processes.  Emphasis is on development of a unified body of work and research in contemporary photography and aesthetic concerns. Art IS 429 prerequisite is ArtIS 329. Advanced Photography, Art IS 529, is a graduate level. Staying in touch with the professor throughout independent photographic work ideation, creation and finishing processes is expected. 

General Overview of Assignments:  Students studying at this level will develop independent projects based on portfolio review and approved creative photographic proposals.  Concept development and creative processes will be documented in a course journal and in a series of reflection sheets. A biographical study of one or two selected contemporary (or traditional) photographers and related current issues in photography will inspire and enhance the development of an expanded body of work. Professional archival presentation is expected of each final body of work.  In-process work, research, and final work will be shared with our class community of photographers in respectful, reflective, creative critiques.

Project reflections, in-process explorations, project inspiration images, and project- related research will be included on the final Cd, along with tif files of all photos and projects. Work will be professionally presented and stored in an archival photo portfolio/box. Two high quality Cds/DVDs of all work are required. One copy will be returned and the other retained by the instructor.

Accomodation Needs, ArtIS 329/429/529. Anyone with a documented disability who anticipates a need for accommodations in this course should speak with the instructor about their needs.  A member of the ISU Disability Resources staff (515-294-6624), should be contacted by the student seeking accommodation and send a SAAR form to the instructor in order to both verify the disability and articulate the specific accommodations needed. Disability Resources office is in room 1076 of the Student Services building. It is the student’s responsibility to maintain communication with the instructor about any needs and/or difficulties that arise. 
Use of Photo Lab

The lab is available to ArtIS 329/ArtIS 429/Art IS 529 students during monitored lab hours.  Advanced photo students will have extended hours as announced later in the semester. Students in all photo classes are expected to contribute to classroom and lab clean up regularly.  Working together in a community benefits everyone and strengthens creative work.
Textbook and readings:  Photography by London will be the general reference text for all levels 329/429/529. Additional resources will be recommended by the instructor as well as collected and shared by student photographer/researchers. 
Attendance 
Students in Art IS 329 will be expected to attend all classes.  We will meet in our classroom/lab unless prearranged alternate locations are announced ahead.  (outdoor/community locations, galleries, etc will be used for extended learning experiences). Cultural Event opportunities will be announced.

Any schedule changes and events will be announced in class and posted on the class website: www.emmapowellphotography.com/advanced
After an absence it is the students responsibility to check the site updates.
Art IS 429/529 students will have independent work flexibility after the first common assignments. They will then design and sign Authentic Creative Project Contracts/thematic proposals approved by the professor. They will share their work in “in process” and “final” independent project critiques with Art IS 329 and/or each other. They will give demonstrations of processes and techniques they learned in their extended project (along with handouts about the technique). ArtIS 429/529 students will attend all of their own critiques, as well as participate in initial combined class activities/lectures, creative photo research presentations, and combined class critiques.

Collaborative Participation in all Critiques and Research Presentations

All students in Creative and Advanced Photo classes are expected to participate thoughtfully in class critiques. Collaboration and positive involvement is an effective catalyst for growth and required within our creative community of photographers. Discussions and analysis of design, creative intentions and processes, personal authenticity, symbolic and literal meanings, along with technical qualities involved in photo creation will be discussed thoughtfully.
Creative Photographer Research 

Research presentations will be presented and supported by students in ArtIS 329, ArtIS 429 and ArtIS 529. Research projects and photographic responses related to diverse contemporary photography influences and process media will be presented to the class and included in each student’s class journal/binder. 

Advanced ArtIS 429/ ArtIS 529 Independent Project 

Advanced/Graduate level Photography students are expected to complete an Authentic Creative Project Contract and to work closely with the professor in developing a conceptual/thematic framework for a photo project that will explore a meaningful topic/concept in depth. Individual meetings to launch this direction will occur in the first two weeks of class. This work will be ongoing throughout the semester, discussed in peer meetings in class, and complimented by initial whole class activity involvement and ongoing critique participation.
Art IS 329/ Art IS 429/Art IS 529 Grade Distribution
60% Photographic Assignments

20% Photographer Research Presentations/Process Demonstrations

10% Participation/Reflections

10% Portfolio Presentation Quality, Binder and Cd.
Where to Attain or Purchase Supplies:

On campus:  Memorial Union bookstore and Campus Bookstore (convenient for

 
general supplies, paper,black and white film, Cds/Dvds, etc), 

ISU Printing Services for special or large printing (located behind the Communications Building), 

The Media Center in the Communication Building (loan of film cameras, tripods, bright lights, etc), 

College of Design Print Lab (digital printing and short loan of digital cameras).

In Des Moines: Christian Photo (6721 Douglas, 270-8030),

   Alexander’s (3313 Ingersol, 288-6888),

   Leiserowitz (213 13th St.244-5195) 

Some on-line sources: 
bhphotovideo.com, freestylecamera.com, porters, com, adorama.com, Booksmart Studio, bayphoto.com,(digital prints), Archival Methods, 
gaylord. com (boxes, cases, storage, etc Alternative Process/chemicals: Photographer’s Formulary, Bostick and Sullivan, 

Materials List

Text :Photography,Barbara London & John Upton, 10h ed.

Camera, 35 mm SLR that is fully adjustable (photographer can manually set aperture and shutter speeds separately.) Digital camera with manual capacity may be used for later assignments with a digital option. These can be checked out from the communications building. 
Negative sleeves for 35 mm negatives, Archival clear pages, 3 hole punched. 

Black or White plastic archival storage case (recommended)/ or binder with 3 rings  for 8 ½”  x 11” negative sleeves, prints in clear plastic sleeves, class notes, handouts, reflections, and assessments.

Archival plastic or cardboard large storage binder or portfolio for matted series of prints, final projects such as handmade books, extra DVDs for digital images,etc.

Small, smooth (tight weave, not fuzzy) dish towel or swatch of cloth cut from an old t-shirt.

Canned air, static cloth and/or blower brush for cleaning negatives (some available in darkroom).

Film: An average of  (15-20 rolls) 36 exposures each. Approximately 8-10 rolls of ISO 125 (Ilford FP4) & 8-10 rolls of ISO 400 (Ilford HP5). 

Paper:  A minimum of four packages of 25 or one 100 sheet box of paper, 8”x10” Ilford Multigrade RC-Pearl (not glossy) Epson luster paper for digital printing and/or specialty Epson papers such as Sommerset velvet, etc.

Museum or conservation board (white core), 30x40 sheets (2 or 4-ply) and

Acid free tape & mounting corners for window mats

Xeroxing , imagery and mixed media for collage

Alternative process materials may be used or requested for alternative process assignments( toner, hand coloring supplies, etc) 

Journal/paper for creative process intention, techniques and discovery notes.

Two Cds or Dvds for final portfolio jpegs scanned from original darkroom prints 

All camera lenses should have UV or Skylight filters for protection. Polarizing filters may be purchased if desired for color saturation and glare prevention.

Lab Rules for photo classes

The Photography Lab is a community darkroom for use by photography students.  Use of a shared darkroom requires those using it to follow certain rules to make working easier for all.  Students will work in class or during Lab Hours (with a lab monitor present). Following these rules, being courteous and asking for help when needed will help avoid damage to equipment, facilities, and materials.  Please carefully read and follow these regulations.  All will appreciate your cooperation.  

1. Always ask if it’s okay to turn on overhead lights in a darkroom or film loading room and knock before entering any darkroom door.

2. The darkroom is divided into wet and dry areas.  Nothing wet (chemicals or water) will be placed on the enlarger workstations in the darkrooms or on the tables in the classroom. 
3. Food and drinks are not to be taken into the darkroom, nor should they be consumed while using chemical processes.  

4. A tray must be used at all times to carry wet prints around.  Nothing wet should be dripped on the floors, walls, or tables. Drip=wipe.

5. Always be responsible for your own negatives and prints.  If your negatives or prints are drying, return for them as soon as possible.

6. To prevent long-term health hazards and to minimize chemical contamination, use the print tongs. Be sure tongs stay in the correct tray and touch no other solutions. Drain prints 5 seconds between trays to minimize contamination.  

7. Never add prints to a wash in progress, unless you have checked with the student who has started the wash and it is okay with them.  Always wash for at least the minimum recommenced time.

8. Return all equipment and materials to their proper place at the end of your work session.  Allow for a 15-minute cleanup time at the end of each lab.

9. Thoroughly rinse all tanks, beakers, trays and any other equipment used in processing, then stand them to drain or dry thoroughly.

10. Enlarger lights must be turned off when not in use.  Don’t use the enlarger light as a work light.

11. Only use solutions or chemicals that have been designated for your use.

12. Never apply force to any of the enlargers, timers, or other equipment.  Seek advice when a malfunction occurs.

13. Always be respectful of lab monitors. They are committed to helping and are in charge of maintaining the lab for all of our photo classes. Contact the monitor, intern or a professor if lab monitor is not present during lab hours.

Imagery Freedom with Responsibility Statement
Art IS 329 and ArtIS429/ArtIS 529 courses will involve the viewing and creation of diverse photographic images.  Photographic examples presented will represent a variety of themes, styles, and genres of photography and personal/political views.  It is important to be receptive to expanding one’s appreciation and knowledge of a range of photographic themes and contexts.  It is important to show respect for humanity and all living things.
That said… Be brave! Be confident and take responsibility for the images you create. Be open-minded and respectful of the other students in the class, your subjects and yourselves. “Shock for shock’s sake” or degrading a subject is irresponsible, unprofessional, and unacceptable in this class. Traditional artistic subjects such as nudes should be used only in a mature and responsible way. All work should be your own and reflect the University’s standards of academic integrity. 
Emma Powell

(with the assistance of Barbara Caldwell)
