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Portrait Assignment
Due Monday Feb. 20th

3 final prints and contact sheets are due at the beginning of the class.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout history people have sought to produce images either of themselves or of others. The invention of photography marked a watershed as far as portraiture was concerned, and it is not difficult to understand why photography, from the earliest days, had such an instant. Portraiture, once only for the well-to-do, was now available to all, as a natural leveler. Since then many different styles of portraiture have developed. 

Exercise 1.
Ask a classmate or friend to pose by a window. Watch the light on the face, wait for an open, truthful expression and create a simple but beautiful portrait. (No flash!). Use a piece of white cardboard, a sheet or other white object to reflect light back into the shadow side of the face. Take your time... there's no rush. If your model puts up a fuss, find someone else. Pay attention to the scene around you. Check the background and edges of your frame. 

Exercise 2. 
Collaborate with a partner for a portrait session.  Take a minute to talk to your partner and learn something about them. Your mission is to tell us something about your sitter.  You can do this by using formal devices like light, shadow, color/contrast, texture, space.  You can also do this by thinking about a pose, the setting, clothing (yes, you must wear clothes!), props, etc.  Work together as a team.  You should take lots of different shots. Be aware of your environment and what background will frame or display them best. 

Exercise 3. 
Take a surrogate self-portrait. Make a self-portrait in which you are not present on the image. Photograph something or someplace that represents you. And/or in which your absence is apparent. 
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